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RULE 3. HEARINGS

(a) Announcements: Before the committee
or a subcommittee holds a hearing, the chair
of the committee or subcommittee shall,
after consultation with the ranking member,
make a public announcement and provide
notice to members of the date, place, time,
and subject matter of the hearing. The an-
nouncement and notice shall be issued at
least one week in advance of the hearing, un-
less the chair of the committee or sub-
committee, with the concurrence of the
ranking minority member of the committee
or subcommittee, determines that there is
good cause to provide a shorter period, in
which event the announcement and notice
shall be issued at least twenty-four hours in
advance of the hearing. The chair and the
ranking member shall seek to attain an
equal balance of the two parties when select-
ing subjects for and scheduling hearings.

(b) Statements of Witnesses:

(1) A witness who is scheduled to testify at
a hearing of the committee or a sub-
committee shall file 100 copies of the written
testimony at least 48 hours before the hear-
ing. If a witness fails to comply with this re-
quirement, the presiding officer may pre-
clude the witness’ testimony. This rule may
be waived for field hearings, except for wit-
nesses from the Federal Government.

(2) Any witness planning to use at a hear-
ing any exhibit such as a chart, graph, dia-
gram, photo, map, slide, or model must sub-
mit one identical copy of the exhibit (or rep-
resentation of the exhibit in the case of a
model) and 100 copies reduced to letter or
legal paper size at least 48 hours before the
hearing. Any exhibit described above that is
not provided to the committee at least 48
hours prior to the hearing cannot be used for
purpose of presenting testimony to the com-
mittee and will not be included in the hear-
ing record.

(3) The presiding officer at a hearing may
have a witness confine the oral presentation
to a summary of the written testimony.

(4) For any hearing, both the chair and the
ranking member are entitled to an equal
number of non-federal government witnesses.

(5) Notwithstanding a request that a docu-
ment be embargoed, any document that is to
be discussed at a hearing, including, but not
limited to, those produced by the General
Accounting Office, Congressional Budget Of-
fice, Congressional Research Service, a Fed-
eral agency, an Inspector General, or a non-
governmental entity, shall be provided to all
members of the committee at least 72 hours
before the hearing.

RULE 4. BUSINESS MEETINGS: NOTICE AND
FILING REQUIREMENTS

(a) Notice: The chair of the committee or
the subcommittee shall, after consultation
with the ranking member of the committee
or the subcommittee, provide notice, the
agenda of business to be discussed, and the
text of agenda items to members of the com-
mittee or subcommittee at least 72 hours be-
fore a business meeting. If the 72 hours falls
over a weekend, all materials will be pro-
vided by close of business on Friday. The
chair and the ranking member shall seek to
attain an equal balance of the interests of
the two parties when setting the agenda of
business meetings.

(b) Amendments: First-degree amendments
must be filed with the chair of the com-
mittee or the subcommittee at least 24 hours
before a business meeting. After the filing
deadline, the chair shall promptly distribute
all filed amendments to the members of the
committee or subcommittee.

(c) Modifications: The chair of the com-
mittee or the subcommittee may modify the
notice and filing requirements to meet spe-
cial circumstances, with the concurrence of
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the ranking member of the committee or
subcommittee.
RULE 5. BUSINESS MEETINGS: VOTING

(a) Proxy Voting:

(1) Proxy voting is allowed on all meas-
ures, amendments, resolutions, or other mat-
ters before the committee or a sub-
committee.

(2) A member who is unable to attend a
business meeting may submit a proxy vote
on any matter, in writing, orally, or through
personal instructions.

(3) A proxy given in writing is valid until
revoked. A proxy given orally or by personal
instructions is valid only on the day given.

(b) Subsequent Voting: Members who were
not present at a business meeting and were
unable to cast their votes by proxy may
record their votes later, so long as they do so
that same business day and their vote does
not change the outcome.

(c) Public Announcement:

(1) Whenever the committee conducts a
rollcall vote, the chair shall announce the
results of the vote, including a tabulation of
the votes cast in favor and the votes cast
against the proposition by each member of
the committee.

(2) Whenever the committee reports any
measure or matter by rollcall vote, the re-
port shall include a tabulation of the votes
cast in favor of and the votes cast in opposi-
tion to the measure or matter by each mem-
ber of the committee.

RULE 6. SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) Regularly Established Subcommittees:
The committee has four subcommittees:
Transportation and Infrastructure; Clean
Air, Climate and Nuclear Safety; Chemical
Safety, Waste Management, Environmental
Justice and Regulatory Oversight; and Fish-
eries, Water, and Wildlife.

(b) Membership: The committee chair,
after consulting with the ranking minority
member, shall select members of the sub-
committees.

RULE 7. STATUTORY RESPONSIBILITIES AND
OTHER MATTERS

(a) Environmental Impact Statements: No
project or legislation proposed by any execu-
tive branch agency may be approved or oth-
erwise acted upon unless the committee has
received a final environmental impact state-
ment relative to it, in accordance with sec-
tion 102(2)(C) of the National Environmental
Policy Act, and the written comments of the
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, in accordance with section 309
of the Clean Air Act. This rule is not in-
tended to broaden, narrow, or otherwise
modify the class of projects or legislative
proposals for which environmental impact
statements are required under section
102(2)(C).

(b) Project Approvals:

(1) Whenever the committee authorizes a
project under Public Law 89-298, the Rivers
and Harbors Act of 1965; Public Law 83-566,
the Watershed Protection and Flood Preven-
tion Act; or Public Law 86-249, the Public
Buildings Act of 1959, as amended; the chair-
man shall submit for printing in the Con-
gressional Record, and the committee shall
publish periodically as a committee print, a
report that describes the project and the rea-
sons for its approval, together with any dis-
senting or individual views.

(2) Proponents of a committee resolution
shall submit appropriate evidence in favor of
the resolution.

(c) Building Prospectuses:

(1) When the General Services Administra-
tion submits a prospectus, pursuant to sec-
tion 7(a) of the Public Buildings Act of 1959,
as amended, for construction (including con-
struction of buildings for lease by the gov-
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ernment), alteration and repair, or acquisi-
tion, the committee shall act with respect to
the prospectus during the same session in
which the prospectus is submitted.

A prospectus rejected by majority vote of
the committee or not reported to the Senate
during the session in which it was submitted
shall be returned to the General Services Ad-
ministration and must then be resubmitted
in order to be considered by the committee
during the next session of the Congress.

(2) A report of a building project survey
submitted by the General Services Adminis-
tration to the committee under section 11(b)
of the Public Buildings Act of 1959, as
amended, may not be considered by the com-
mittee as being a prospectus subject to ap-
proval by committee resolution in accord-
ance with section 7(a) of that Act. A project
described in the report may be considered for
committee action only if it is submitted as a
prospectus in accordance with section 7(a)
and is subject to the provisions of paragraph
(1) of this rule.

(d) Naming Public Facilities: The com-
mittee may not name a building, structure
or facility for any living person, except
former Presidents or former Vice Presidents
of the United States, former Members of
Congress over 70 years of age, former Jus-
tices of the United States Supreme Court
over 70 years of age, or Federal judges who
are fully retired and over 75 years of age or
have taken senior status and are over 75
years of age.

RULE 8. AMENDING THE RULES

The rules may be added to, modified,
amended, or suspended by vote of a majority
of committee members at a business meeting
if a quorum is present.

STOP ILLEGAL TRAFFICKING IN
FIREARMS ACT

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, earlier
this week, I joined Senator LEAHY in
introducing the Stop Illegal Traf-
ficking in Firearms Act. Our bill would
strengthen Federal law by making it
easier for prosecutors to go after gun
traffickers and straw purchasers, those
individuals without criminal records
who buy firearms for other people so
they can bypass the Federal back-
ground checks law. Our bill would also
fully protect the rights of the vast ma-
jority of gun owners who are law-abid-
ing citizens.

Straw purchasing is intended to
achieve one result: to put a gun in the
hands of a criminal who cannot legally
obtain one. Today, traffickers, in par-
ticular, exploit weaknesses in Federal
law by targeting people who can law-
fully purchase guns. Then, those traf-
fickers use those guns to commit
crimes or sell them to other criminals.
They often ship them across State
lines, straight up I-95’s ‘‘Iron Pipeline”’
and other interstate highways. They
frequently connect with criminal gangs
that are ready to sell or trade those
guns for prescription opioids, heroin,
and fentanyl, and commit other
crimes.

Yet right now, a straw purchaser can
be prosecuted only for lying on a Fed-
eral form, a paperwork violation. Our
bill would create new criminal offenses
for straw purchasing, which would help
law enforcement officials take down
these criminal enterprises.
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The heroin and fentanyl epidemic is
taking a devastating toll on all of our
communities. Police officers in Maine
tell me about the familiar patterns
they see: Drug dealers and gang mem-
bers, often from out-of-State and with
criminal records, cross into Maine and
approach drug addicts to be their straw
buyers, people with clean records who
may legally purchase firearms. They
target addicts, who exchange guns for
heroin to support their drug depend-
encies, and the cycle repeats time and
again.

I received a briefing from Federal law
enforcement officials about a case in
Maine fitting this exact pattern. Gang
members trafficked crack cocaine and
heroin between New Haven, CT, and
Bangor, ME, and committed acts of vi-
olence including assaults, armed rob-
beries, attempted murder, and murder.
They traded narcotics for firearms and
then distributed those firearms to
other gang members. This is exactly
the criminal activity our bill aims to
prevent. And our bill would com-
plement existing laws that target
criminals who are profiting off of fire-
arm and drug trafficking.

It is very difficult to prevent and
prosecute straw purchasing offenses
under current Federal law. As I stated,
right now, a straw purchaser can be
prosecuted only for lying on a Federal
form, which amounts to a paperwork
violation.

The Stop Illegal Trafficking in Fire-
arms Act would create new, specific
criminal offenses for straw purchasing
and trafficking in firearms. Instead of
a slap on the wrist, these crimes would
be punishable by up to 15 years in pris-
on. For those straw purchasers who
know or have reasonable cause to be-
lieve that the firearm they are acquir-
ing will be used to commit a crime of
violence, that crime would be punish-
able by up to 25 years in prison.

Our bill would also strengthen exist-
ing laws that prohibit gun smuggling.
Right now, it is illegal for someone to
smuggle a firearm into the TUnited
States with the intent to engage in
drug trafficking or violent crime. To
combat the drug cartels operating
across our southern border, however,
we must also prohibit firearms and am-
munition from being trafficked out of
the United States for these illegal pur-
poses. In doing so, our bill would pro-
vide an important tool to combat traf-
ficking organizations that are export-
ing firearms and ammunition from the
United States and into Mexico where
they are used by drug cartels that are
in turn fueling the heroin crisis here at
home.

I also want to emphasize that our bill
protects the Second Amendment right
of law-abiding citizens. It protects le-
gitimate private gun sales and is draft-
ed to avoid sweeping in innocent trans-
actions and placing unnecessary bur-
dens on lawful, private sales. It ex-
pressly exempts certain transactions
that are allowed under current law,
such as gifts, raffles, and auctions.
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Furthermore, the bill expressly pro-
hibits any authority provided by this
act from being used to establish a Fed-
eral firearms registry.

The Stop Illegal Trafficking and
Firearms Act will help keep guns out
of the hands of criminals without in-
fringing upon the constitutional rights
of law-abiding citizens. I urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation.

———

IRISH-AMERICAN HERITAGE
MONTH

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today I
wish to commemorate Irish-American
Heritage Month and the many con-
tributions of Irish immigrants to the
United States of America. The Irish
have been a part of our country since
its foundation. Donegal-born Richard
Montgomery was the first American
general to lose his life in the Revolu-
tionary War. Especially during the 19th
and early 20th centuries, many Irish
immigrants came to America to escape
religious persecution, famine, and eco-
nomic hardship, and to seek new oppor-
tunities for themselves and their fami-
lies.

Maryland’s long tradition of religious
tolerance provided safe haven for many
Irish Catholics fleeing religious perse-
cution as early as the 17th century.
Maryland again became a leading des-
tination for the Irish during the Great
Hunger in the early 19th century. The
Irish helped build and defend our coun-
try. They became farmers, soldiers,
firefighters, police officers, factory
workers, labor organizers, and politi-
cians. Many Irish immigrants settled
in southwest Baltimore and contrib-
uted great numbers to the workforce
that built America’s first railroad, the
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad.

Irish Marylanders have made notable
contributions to both our Nation and
our State in politics, science, and edu-
cation. Marylander Charles Carroll of
Carrollton, a third-generation Irish
American, signed the Declaration of
Independence, was a Founding Father,
and served as the first U.S. Senator for
Maryland. Medical trailblazer John
Crawford emigrated from Ireland to
Maryland and became famous for his
contributions to eradicating smallpox,
helping to identify transmission path-
ways, and improving vaccine distribu-
tion. Maryland has been home to nu-
merous Irish Catholic bishops includ-
ing John Carroll, James Gibbons, and
Michael Curley. Bishop Carroll founded
two universities, including St. Mary’s
College and Seminary. Bishop Gibbons
advocated for the protection of ex-
ploited laborers during industrial ex-
pansion. Bishop Curley expanded edu-
cation opportunities throughout Mary-
land. Descendants of Irish immigrants
have also left their mark on America
and on Maryland. Famous Marylanders
with Irish ancestry include Edgar Allen
Poe and Michael Phelps.

When the Irish came to America,
they brought a tremendous sense of
pride and grit. The resiliency of Irish
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Americans has helped pull our Nation
through difficult times. Irish Ameri-
cans, despite facing trials and persecu-
tion, have persevered and have left a
lasting, beneficial impact on our Na-
tion; Yet they also maintain a strong
and unique sense of identity and love
for the Emerald Isle, enriching the di-
versity of our lives and communities.
So, this month, in addition to donning
your green and enjoying a pint of
Guinness, I call on all Americans to re-
member and appreciate the many con-
tributions of the Irish here in America.

———

HONORING OFFICER TYLER
HERDON

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I want to
honor the life of Officer Tyler Avery
Herndon of the Mount Holly Police De-
partment. On December 11, 2020, Officer
Herndon’s life was tragically cut short
at just 25 years old while responding to
a report of a break-in. I want to take a
moment to remember him and his com-
mitment to his community.

Officer Herndon had served in the
Mount Holly Police Department for
just shy of 2 years before his young life
was taken. He had ambitions of becom-
ing an FBI agent and was approaching
the time needed as a police officer to
become eligible to apply. He was de-
scribed by his fellow officers as ‘‘the
guy you just can’t help but like” and
someone who ‘‘lived a life of service,
and always wanted to do what he could
to help others.”

Officer Herndon served the people of
Mount Holly, NC, and today, we re-
member how he made the ultimate sac-
rifice. I want his family and the Mount
Holly Police Department to know that
my thoughts and prayers are with
them as they grieve the loss of this ex-
ceptional young man. I know that Offi-
cer Herndon will be forever missed, and
his service and sacrifice will not be for-
gotten.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOOD
BANK OF DELAWARE

e Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I rise
today on behalf of Delaware’s congres-
sional delegation in honor of the Food
Bank of Delaware, which has provided
healthy, nutritious food and education
to Delaware families for 40 years.

The Food Bank of Delaware began its
work in 1981 out of a modest basement
in the Northeast State Services Center
in Wilmington. Today, it is the largest
hunger relief organization in the State.
In the last fiscal year alone, the Food
Bank of Delaware distributed more
than 15 million pounds of food, served
more than 49,000 households through
its mobile pantry program, distributed
143,000 backpacks stocked with food to
at-risk youth, provided nearly 28,000
supplemental food boxes to seniors, and
inspired volunteers to give 49,000 hours
of their time to help at its 2 ware-
houses and food distribution events.
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